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Let’s elect the best Detroit School Board

By Dr. John Telford
SUN COLUMNIST

DPSCD board and interview candidates

There are three
DPSCD board vacan-
cies up for grabs.
LaMar Lemmons
(past DPS Board
president and past
DPSCD board mem-
ber), Sherry Gay-
Dagnogo (past pro
bono DPS deputy
superintendent in
my 2012-2013 pro
bono superinten-
dency and current
DPSCD board member), and Aliya Moore
(perennially involved and progressive DPS
parent) are the three candidates who
best qualify for and deserve community
support on ONE SINGLE SLATE which |
hope that longtime activist Helen Moore
will propound--and no additional progres-
sive activist(s)

a pay-only-for-success requirement for

DPS board that appointed and hired me
bring in but got foiled by an emergency
financial manager (who later said he'd
been wrong). Had we been able to do

or exceed those of suburban districts

would have resultantly skyrocketed.
Dr. Telford invites reader commen-

tary on this article. Contact him at

DrJohnTelfordEdD@aol.com or at (313)

umn in the Downtown Monitor.

tive must perforce be to recall the entire

for a seven-member slate (including Gay-
Dagnogo) that when elected will institute

the 3rd-grade reading instruction agency
that we'll retain (like the research-based,
field-proven agency which | and the good

on a one-dollar contract in 2012 tried to

that, today's DPSCD scores would match

rather than being presently the worst in
the country--and Detroit's property values
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borrowing money for college

(StatePoint) College-related costs are at an
all-time high, and while many parents harbor
concerns about the expense, they value the
education their child is receiving.

That’s according to the April 2024 College
Ave survey. The survey found that while 89%
of parents of four-year college students be-
lieve a college degree is important for their
child’s future, 78% agree that paying for col-
lege is stressful.

“Families today are relying on a mix of
sources to fund college, including scholar-
ships, federal aid and grants, income and
savings, and in some cases, private student
loans,” says Angela Colatriano, chief market-
ing officer, College Ave.

According to Colatriano, it’s critical to
understand the ins and outs of borrowing for
college before taking out a loan. If you be-
lieve your family will take this path, here’s
everything you need to know:

1. Exhaust other options. Many experts agree
that private loans only make sense once
other financial aid options are exhausted.

should run, as has
been the unfortu-
nate case in the
past--and there-
fore none of the
best candidates
were elected.

I intend to sup-
port that trio on
my radio and TV
programs, because
if the former
failed process is
repeated this
time, we'll get the
same failing result--which, if we're dumb
enough to do it again, our next alterna-

| Left to right: Aliya Moore j
Sherry Gay-Dagnogo, and
Helen Moore

After filing the FAFSA (Free Application for
Federal Student Aid), you’ll receive a finan-
cial aid package from each school, which may
include scholarships, grants and federal stu-
dent loans. If your selected school is one of
the 400 institutions that requires the CSS pro-
file, submit that application, too to qualify
for institutional aid. And of course, don’t
forget to apply to private scholarships to ac-
cess funds that don’t need to be repaid.

2. Do the math. Federal student loans in the
student’s name offer unique benefits, so if
you do need to borrow, start there. If you
decide that a private student loan or private
parent loan is also right for your family, bor-
row only the minimum amount needed to
save over the life of the loan. This is a good
time to explore additional avenues for reduc-
ing your financing needs, such as renting

textbooks, and buying groceries versus paying
into the school meal plan.

3. Understand loan costs. Unlike federal
loans, which have fixed interest rates for all
borrowers, private student loans offer a
choice of fixed or variable interest rates.
Shop around for a lender that doesn’t charge
origination fees, and learn the difference
between fixed and variable interest rates.
Use CollegeAve.com’s student loan calculator
to get a sense of the overall cost of a given
loan and its monthly loan payments.

4. Compare lender repayment options. An-
other factor to consider when shopping for a
lender is repayment terms. Some lenders,
like College Ave, let borrowers choose how
long they want to repay their loan, and
whether to start making payments immedi-
ately or defer until after graduation. The im-
portant thing is to select a loan with
budget-friendly terms and a monthly pay-
ment you can live with.

5. Apply with a cosigner. Private student loan
lenders look at income and credit history to
determine a student’s ability to repay the
loan. If approved, their credit history also
impacts the interest rate they’re offered.
Many college students don’t have an estab-
lished credit history or sufficient income and
may not get approved for a private loan on
their own. Your student can improve their
chances of getting approved and securing a
lower interest rate by adding a cosigner to
their loan application. The cosigner should
understand that they share equal responsibil-
ity for repayment if the student falls behind
on payments.

Bottom line? Researching financial aid op-
tions, applying for scholarships and being a
strategic borrower can help your family get
on with what matters most: preparing for a
bright future.

ENROLL NOW FOR THE 2024/25 SCHOOL YEAR

HERE'S WHY YOU SHOULD MAKE
HAZEL PARK SCHOOLS YOUR HOME

e A safe, secure, nurturing, and innovative learning environment for all students.

e Numerous Career Technical Education (CTE) offerings at the High School.

¢ Promise Zone & College Access Network.

e Award-winning Music and Fine Arts Programming.
e Oth through 12th Grade Viking Virtual Academy.

e Robotics & Coding opportunities.
e K-12 STEAM Curriculum.

WEBSTER

EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER

e Small student/teacher ratios.
e No Pay-To-Play fees.

PRESCHOOL ACADEMY

2,3 & 4 YEAR OLD TUITION-BASED

FREE GSRP

FOR THOSE THAT QUALIFY

oy 4YEAROLD PRESCHOOL
e 1:1 iPads or Chromebooks. ’”%;’?J;.“;ﬁ?;‘"‘“ MONDAY-FRIDAY
DHHS ACCEPTED FREE TRANSPORTATION

e Full-day preschool, if eligible.
e Free breakfast and lunch.

e Farly Fives.

e Spacious classrooms.

HAZEL PARK
SCHOOLS

FIREFIGHTER ACADEMY
OUR HIGH SCHOOL IS THE ONLY SCHOOL IN
OAKLAND COUNTY TO OFFER THIS PARTNERSHIP
WITH OAKLAND COMMUNITY COLLEGE.

To Enroll Scan the QR Code

Or Call 248-658-5205

Or Visit www.enrollHPS.com



